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Then she prayed the pilgrims that were in the wain that
they would hold her excused, and let her pay for the time
she had been with them, as they liked, for she would go
to a worshipful woman of her nation that she perceived
was in the town, with whom she had made compact when
she was at Akun, to go home with her into England. She
had good love and leave, and parted from them.
They rode forth and she went to the worshipful woman
expecting to be received with right glad cheer. And it
was even right contrary. She found right short cheer, and
had right sharp language, the worshipful woman saying
to her: —
'What! Thinkest thou to go with me? Nayl I give
thee well to know, I will not meddle with thee.'
The creature was so rebuked that she knew not what to
do. She knew no man there, and no man knew her. She
knew not whither to go. She knew not where the friar
was, who should have been her guide, nor whether he n6b
would come that way or not. She was in great distress
and grief, the greatest, as she thought, that she had
suffered since she was come out of England.
Nevertheless, she trusted in Our Lord's promise and
abode still in the town till God would send her some
comfort
And when it was nigh evening, she saw the friar coming
towards the town. She hied her to speak with him,
complaining how she was deceived and refused by the
good woman that she had trusted so much to. The friar
said they would do as well as God would give them grace,
and comforted her according to his power, but said he
would not abide in that town that night, for he knew well
they were a perilous people.
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